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SUPREME COURT: RULES FOR ARREST 
ANNCR? 

THE U.S, SUPREME COURT RULED THIS WEEK THAT 
AMERICAN POSTAL INSPECTORS DON'T NECESSARILY NEED 
PRIOR COURT PERMISSION TO MAKE AN ARREST. THE COURT'S 
RULING GIVES MORE DISCRETION TO POLICE IN DECIDING WHEN 
TO ASK FOR COURT AUTHORITY TO ARREST A CRIMINAL SUSPECT. 
CHRIS KERN HAS A BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

THE COMPLICATED RULES THAT AMERICAN POLICE MUST 
FOLLOW BEFORE THEY ARREST A CRIMINAL SUSPECT WERE EASED 
SOMEWHAT THIS WEEK BY A SUPREME COURT RULING. BY A 
SIX-TO-TWO VOTE, THE COURT UPHELD THE CONSTITUTIONALITY 
OF A MAIL THEIF*S ARREST DESPITE THE FAILURE OF POSTAL 
INSPECTORS TO GET A JUDGE'S AUTHORIZATION IN ADVANCE. 

THIS COUNTRY'S POLICE HAVE ALWAYS HAD AUTHORITY TO 
ARREST A CRIMINAL SUSPECT IF THEY ARE WITNESSES TO THE 
COMMISSION OF A CRIME. BUT IN CASES WHERE THE ARRESTING 
OFFICERS HAVEN'T SEEN THE CRIME COMMITTED, THEY'RE 
NORMALLY REQUIRED TO GO BEFORE A MAGISTRATE TO SHOW 
THAT THEY HAVE REASON TO DETAIN A PARTICULAR SUSPECT, 

BUT THE SUPREME COURT NOW SAYS THAT A MAGISTRATE'S 
WARRANT MAY NOT ALWAYS BE REQUIRED -- EVEN IN CASES 
WHERE THERE'S TIME FOR ONE TO BE OBTAINED, THE COURT'S 
MAJORITY RULED THAT IF TRIAL EVIDENCE SHOWS THAT THE 
ARRESTING OFFICERS HAD REASONABLE CAUSE TO BELIEVE THE 
SUSPECT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CRIME, HIS CONVICTION 


WON'T BE VOID BECAUSE OF THEIR FAILURE TO GET A WARRANT. 
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THE DECISION RESTRICTS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR 
DEFENSES IN AMERICAN CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS, LAWYERS IN 
THIS COUNTRY FREQUENTLY WIN ACQUITTAL FOR THEIR CLIENTS 
BECAUSE CRITICAL EVIDENCE IS OBTAINED AS A RESULT OF 
AN ILLEGAL ARREST, 

AMERICAN COURTS HAVE GENERALLY CONSIDERED IT A 
LESSER EVIL TO LET A GUILTY DEFENDANT GO FREE THAN TO 
SANCTION POLICE PROCEDURES THAT MIGHT ENCOURAGE HASTY 
OR IMPROPERLY MOTIVATED ARRESTS OF INNOCENT SUSPECTS. 

BUT THE SUPREME COURT NOW INDICATES THAT EACH ARREST 
WILL HAVE TO BE JUDGED ON ITS INDIVIDUAL MERITS ON THE 
BASIS OF THE EVIDENCE THAT'S AVAILABLE AT TRIAL. 

FOR MANY YEARS, THE SUPREME COURT'S DECISIONS SHOWED 
A TENDENCY TO RESTRICT THE POWERS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS -=- SO MUCH SO THAT CRITICS OF THE COURT 
COMPLAINED THAT ITS RULINGS WERE "HANDCUFFING" THE POLICE, 
BUT THE FOUR CONSERVATIVE JUSTICES APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT 
NIXON HAVE REVERSED THE COURT'S APPROACH TO CRIMINAL CASES. 
AND PRESIDENT FORD'S APPOINTMENT OF MODERATE JOHN PAUL 
STEVENS IS EXPECTED TO HELP SOLIDIFY THAT TREND, 
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